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Current Concept of Lipid Rafts

Takeshi BABA

Department of Anatomy, Faculty of Medicine, Yamanashi University 1110 Shimokato, Tamaho, Yamanashi 409-3898, Japan

Abstract:  Lipid raft is a membrane microdomain enriched in sphingolipid and cholesterol in the plasma mem-
brane. Recent studies revealed that various signaling molecules, certain kinds of pathogen or amyloid beta proteins
were accumulated in the lipid raft. Membrane lipids, which had been otherwise underestimated as a simple solvent of
membrane proteins, are actually well-organized and play important roles in the maintenance of cellular functions.
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