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Foreign Bodies in the Heart and the Great Vessels

Shinpei Yoshii, Shigeru Hosaka, Hirosi Nakagomi, Ryoichi Hashimoto,
Tetsunosuke Matsukawa, Akira Ueno
The Second Department of Surgery, Yamanashi Medical College

Nine cases of foreign bodies in the heart and great vessels are reported.

Five IVH catheters and a X-ray-opaque canula for hemodialysis lodged in the right atrium
or the pulmonary arteries, and a guide-wire stuck in the abdominal aorta were removed by a
transvessel snare catheter technique. An infected pacemaker-lead was removed during open heart
surgery. A surgical needle in the coronary sinus was not removed because of the patient con-
dition. His course is so far uneventful.

Key words: Foreign bodies, heart, great vessels



