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Sanitizing Efficacy of Various Wet Wipes on Safety Bed Rails and Bedside Tables

Contaminated with MRSA
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Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) is a microbe which causes hospital infection. It is
important to keep environmental surfaces around patients clean to prevent hospital infection. This study
examined the sanitizing efficacy of various wet wipes when used once in one direction. On safety bed rails
or bedside tables, which are frequently touched surfaces, The residual bacterial counts on the safety bed
rails contaminated with MRSA were significantly decreased when they was wiped by wet wipes
impregnated with benzalkonium chloride or 80% ethanol, as compared with wiping with a wet cotton dust
cloth. With regards to bedside tables, the residual bacterial counts contaminated with MRSA were
significantly decreased when using wet wipes impregnated with benzalkonium chloride, sodium
peracetate, chlorine generated by chemical reaction, or microfiber-cloths. Other environmental surfaces

should be further examined.
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