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Abstract
A concise overview of medical education of the University of lowa

Zenji SHIOZAWA '), Kazumasa SHINDO 1),
and Thoru YAMADA 2,

According to President Yoji Yoshida, DrsShiozawa and Shindo visited the University of Iowa and learned medical
education system. In the University of lowa, there are, at first, 170 medical students a year whose educations are
continued for 4 years. In M1 Year, gross anatomy, biochemistry, cell biology, medical genetics, structure and function of
human organ systems(histology and physiology, skeletal muscle, cardiovascular, respiratory, hematology/blood, special
senses, renal, endocrine/reproductive, gastrointestinal, skin/integument, exercise/temperature regulation), immunology,
neuroscience are scheduled to be learned. In M2 Year, general and systemic pathology, principles of infectious diseases,
medical pharmacology. Almost all are directed by tutorial systems. Clinical practices without using patients are found in
I.II,Mand IV in the two years medical trainings. All students are required to pass Step I of the United Stated Medieal
Licensing Examination to be promoted to the clinical. In First Clinical Year of Clinical M3/M4 years, students are
divided into small groups. Core clerkships are included into community based primary cares, internal medicine,
obstetrics and gynecology, pediatrics, surgery and required subspeciality clerkships (normally 12 weeks from among
neurology, psychiatry, anesthesia, dermatology. ophthalmology, orthopedics, radiology, urology, and, EKG and laboratory
medicine). In second clinical year, remaining required subspeciality clerkships, advanced clerkships (inpatient generalist
subinternship and clinical care or emergency medicine), and electives. All the students are required to pass Step II of the
United States Licensing Examination at the end of the first clinical year.

1) Department of Neurology, Yamanashi Medical University
2) Department of Neurology, University of lowa



