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Abstract

Parent's Attitude and Cooperation in Child Care; and the Relationship of
Communication between Father and Mother and the Mother's Satisfaction with
His Child Care

Tamiko WATANABE '), nao SUZUKI ?), Jyunko NAGASHIMA ¥
Aiko YOKOMORI 1), Akemi MOTEGI !’ and Yoshimitsu HIEJIMA 4

This study aims to find out the father's recognition of child care and how he actually cooperates in it, and further
clarify the understanding between the father and mother, and her satisfaction with his child care. The study used a
questionnaire filled out by participants,targeting 230 couples whose children are 0-4 years old and go to nursery school.
Valid responses were received from 140 of the 230 couples (60.9%) and are summarized below:
1. Mothers who spend more time communicating with fathers on a daily basis reported greater satisfaction with the
father's level of involvement in child care.
2. As of frequency of the father's cooperation in child care, the activities fathers said they were always involved in were
bathing (40%),playing (36%), and attending to the child when he or she is crying (19%0. Overall, 60-70% of fathers
sometimes cooperated in these activities.
3. 70% said the father's view of child care is that the couple is most important. This was much 30% more than those who
said the wife is the main care provider and the husband is an assistant. Thirty percent said the roles of child care are
naturally determined, while only 9% said they discuss the roles.

Key words: view of child care, father, mother, communication, satisfaction, consciousness of roles self-recognition.
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