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Abstract

Characteristics of Moral Sensitivity in Clinical Nurses
-Differences according to Hospitals and Length of Experience-

Fumiko NISHIDA , Michiko NAMAMURA , Misao ISHIKAWA , Kumiko DATE
Yoriko NISHIDA , Tsugiko NEZU , Miyoshi MURAKAMI and Kumeko OMURA

Nurses face various conflicts in the clinical setting with regards to patients, such as telling the truth and informed
consent. In order to cope with these situations, it is important to habitually enhance ethical sensitivity. The purpose of
this study is to clarify the characteristics of both recognition and coping patterns that nurses have to utilize during the
above conflicts. We investigated the moral sensitivity of 191 nurses in three hospitals using the MST (Moral Sensitivity
Test). We studied nurses in three hospitals. Within each hospital ,the nurses were divided into 2 groups : those with
experience of five years or more, and those with less than five years experience. A comparative analysis was done by
the Mann-Whitney U-test, using the scores of the MST. The results indicate that the category of autonomy as a
professional nurse (e.g. trusting the doctors' or other nurses' judgement, following rules, and recognizing the sense of
values and beliefs) was significantly different according to the institutions and the experience of the nurses. As for the
respect for patients and introspection, there was no difference among the groups, and all groups felt themselves
unworthy as a nurse.



