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Abstract

Fathers’ Modes of Thinking and Behavior in Childcare

Hisato IGARASHI and Sumio IIJIMA

Fathers with infants were surveyed by questionnaire to determine their modes of thinking and behavior during
childcare. The wives, that is, the mothers of the infants were also surveyed by questionnaire to identify any differences
between the mothers and fathers.

Mothers and fathers with 1-2 years old infants living in city A(rural area; 348 parents) and town B( near the Prefectural
capital; 143 parents) in Yamanashi Prefecture were the subjects of this survey. In city A, the survey was conducted
using by mailing. In town B, questionnaires were handed out to mothers with 1-2 years old infants at the time of their
periodical health-checks.

In the case of direct support of childcare by fathers, there were significant differences between the answers of fathers
and mothers. Mothers wanted more direct support from their husbands in childcare( city A: p < 0.01; town B: p < 0.001).
Both mothers and fathers considered understanding husbands to be very important for the wives’ emotional stability in
childcare.

Key words: father, childcare, infant, behavior in childcare .



