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Abstract

Japanese attitudes to charitable donation
- The financing of a Buddhist leprosarium in the early 1900s -

Trevor William MURPHY and Zentaro YAMAGATA

There were an estimated 30,000 leprosy sufferers in Japan around 1900, possibly many more. Japanese government
policy to deal with leprosy commenced in 1907; however, religious-inspired non-governmental (NGO) activity began as
early as 1889. There were six private leprosaria in Japan; five were established by Christian missionaries and one by a
Japanese Buddhist priest. The lack of Buddhist NGO leprosy relief work may have been due to difficulties with
financing (fund-raising). In this paper, I examine the workings and results achieved by “Ju-man-ichi-rin-ko” (a fund-
raising scheme adopted at the Buddhist leprosarium) during the period 1906-1912, and attempt to clarify some Japanese
attitudes to charitable giving at the time. “Ju-man-ichi-rin-ko” , reliant on individual private donation, was in fact
difficult to sustain. I go on to look at levels of charitable donation in contemporary Japan (1994); these are low in
comparison with the US, a fact which is likely to hinder the development of a truly non-governmental Third Sector in
Japan.



