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Abstract

President Seizo Katsunuma's lamentation for the death of
"Barrister Naoshi Sakisaka"
-His gravestone and Shigetake Sugiura's epitoph-

Zenji SHIOZAWA *
Akira TAKAHASHI * *

Naoshi Sakisaka was born on April 27, 1853. His grandfather was the famous confucianist, Usetsu Igarashi. His sister
Masu was the wife of Seinojo Katsunuma who died at the age of 35. Her grandsons, Seizo and Rokuro Katsunuma, were
taken care of her.

Naoshi Sakisaka was adopted by the Sakisaka family of the Sano clan. In the 3rd year of Meiji, he was selected to be
a student of Nanko in Tokyo. As he got good marks in school, he was recommended to go to England to study law. In
London, he belonged to the Middle Temple and got a barrister license in 1878. Thereafter he worked in several places in
Europe. As he had tuberculosis, he returned back to Japan and died on June 14, 1881. A tombstone was built in Aoyama
and then moved to precincts of Ryugan temple. The inscription on the tombstone was produced by his friends of Nanko,
Takezo Takahashi, Shigetake Sugiura, and Arata Hamao.

Seizo Katsunuma was born in 1886. Seizo graduated from Tokyo Imperial University and became Professor of Internal
Medicine of Nagoya University School of Medicine, then he became President of Nagoya University. He won the Order
of Culture prize in 1954. He died on Nov. 10, 1963. There were some articles left by Naoshi Sakisaka in Kaminoyama
museum. Some letters written by Seizo Katsunuma were in the back of the portrait of Naoshi Sakisaka taken in London.
If Naoshi Sakisaka had lived more, he would have gotten a high position in the center of Meiji government like his
friends of Norishige Hozumi and Teruhiko Okamura, and Seizo's family would be more peaceful than it was.

President Seizo Katsunuma loved to talk about his great relative, Naoshi Sakisaka.

Key words: Barrister, President Seizo Katsunuma, Naoshi Sakisaka, Gravestone, Ryugan temple.
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** Emeritus Professor, Nagoya University



