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Abstract
Differences of Moral Sensitivity in Clinical Nurses

Mari KUBOTA*, Michiko NAKAMURA¥*, Misao ISHIKAWA¥*,
Kumiko DATE*, Miwa ISEZAKI* and Kumeko OMURA**

The purpose of this study was to examine the differences of moral sensitivity in clinical nurses.

The subjects of this study were 60 nurses, (including 13 nurses belonging to the psychiatric ward, 19 nurses belong-
ing to the surgical ward and 28 nurses belonging to medical ward), in Y university hospital.

The moral sensitivity test (MST, Liitzén, 1994) by the 6-step Likert scale was used. MST was composed of 35 items
and 6 categories.

The results indicate that moral sensitivity in clinical nurses were different according to their ward and length of ex-
perience. And the nurses’ strategies of supporting patients were different according to their ward and lergth of experi-
ence. Moreover, it was characteristic that the nurses’ moral sensitivity were enriched by human support.

*Yamanashi Medical University, School of Nursing
“*University Hospital, Department of Nursing



