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Abstract

The Role of Stroma in Invasive Region of Human Advanced Colorectal Cancer

Yoshiaki MIYASAKA, Toru ISHIKAWA, Hiroshi IINO,
Hideki FUJII, Takayoshi SEKIKAWA and Yoshiro MATSUMOTO

The process of invasion and metastasis of carcinoma is complex and require a series of sequential steps. First step is
the degradation of the extracellular matrix to allow the spreading of the carcinoma cells. We consider that a correlation
between carcinoma cell and extracellular matrix is very important for this step. The metalloproteinases play a major
role in this step. Recently, MMP — 2 and MMP - 9/type IV collagenases/ gelatinases are remarkable for carcinoma inva-
sion and metastasis. We summerize the matrix metalloprotenase family and report our studies.
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