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Abstract

New Surgical Approaches for Early Gastric Cancér
—Indication and Limitation for Early Gastric Cancer—

Takayoshi SEKIKAWA, Hajime NAKASE, Koji KOHNO, Tadahiko OGAWARA,
Humio ARIHARA, Hidehiko IIZUKA, Yoshiro MATSUMOTO

In the last 2 decades, there has been a striking improvement in Japan in the prognosis of gastric cancer. Much of the
improvement is attributed to the increased early detection of the cancers, the great progressiveness of surgical techniques
and the standardization of prophylactic lymphadenectomy.

The incidence of lymph node metastasis in cases of gastric mucosal cancer patients was very low between 1.1% and 3.6%
in several reports of histological studies in Japan.

Therefore the limited operation such as conservative surgery, surgical local resection, segmental gastrectomy, pylorus
preserving gastrectomy, laparoscopic gastric local resection and endoscopic mucosal resection would be indicated for some
gastric mucosal cancers diagnosed without lymph node metastasis before surgery.

But it is very difficult to make an accurate diagnosis of the depth “m” and “sm” before surgery. Therefore we should
choose the most suitable therapeautic method strictly not only for radicality but also for the quality of life for gastric
mucosal cancer patients.
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