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Abstract

The Correlation between the Pass-rate of National Examination
for Medical License (N E), Students’ Attributes
in time of their Matriculation and Evaluations
they got in their High School Transcript
—What kind of Students should we select
in order to get High Pass-rate of N E ?—

Teruaki HIRANO

This year low average score in the national examination for medical license (hereafter N E) became one of the topics
which aroused our interest. However, our university can be proud of a very high ratio of those students who graduate in due
course of six years, and moreover, in the long run, it ranked high in N E among the whole medical universities. These results
may be due to teachers’ enthusiastic instruction and students’ diligent response as well. Of course it is not the sole objective
of medical education to make much more, say even one more, successful applicants in N E. However almost all medical
students in our country seem to be diligent with the main aim of making success in N E. So, even if methods and contents
of N E would be changed, the members of the successful applicants could not make a noticeable change.

So far, the author made several reports, to pursue the main factor of raising the ratio of successful applicants in N E,
or the correlation among, the success or failure in N E, the data in time of matriculation, evaluations in the interviews and
the scores in the final examination for graduation, and so forth.

In this essay the author, taking up as sorting variables (1) attributes of the successful applicants, like age, sex etc. , which
are free from observation errors and (2) evaluations they got in their high school transcript which are immune from the
so-called selection effect*, tried to find whether there is any difference or not in the pass-rate in N E among the populations
of the groups divided by each one of variables.

In result, the author found out the pass-rate of those students who are (1) under the age of 19 in time of their
matriculation, (2) graduates from the high school in our prefecture, (3) female, (4) evaluated as A or B average grade in their
high school transcript, (5) honored as perfect attendants of three years and (6) active participants in the extra-curricular
activities are remarkably high.

* the effect which causes the phenomenon where a certain correlation is not to be observed, as a result of selecting the
applicants who get the similar scores in an examination.
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