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Abstract

Basic Analysis of Life-Death Image
Sonoe SHIBUYA and Shozo SHIBUYA

We analyzed the relation between one’s life-death image and one’s circumustances and experience.

In study I, we used the semantic differential scale to investigate the life-death image of undergraduates, and
examined the relation between their image and their degree of concern regarding suicide. The result of this study
showed that those who frequently think about suicide have a death image bearing many parallels to their life image.

In study II, we investigated the life-death image of students in the first and the third year at the medical
department of a university using open-ended questions. We analyzed whether their experience of practice dissection
and other technical training has an effect on their life-death image or not. The students in the school of liberal arts
were surveyed about their life-death image by the same method.

This result showed that liberal arts students wrote a similar amount of words regarding both the life image and
the death image. But medical students, especially those in the first year, wrote more words about the death image than
the life image. '

From content analysis of the words about the life-death image of medical students, it was surmised that life and

death were both recognized by an almost similar cognitive structure.

Department of Psychology



